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are computed to be near ten thousand in number. How ancient the division of parishes is, may at present be difficult to ascertain; for it seems to be agreed on all hands, that in the early ages of Christianity in this island, parishes were unknown, or at least signified the same that a diocese does now. There was then no appropriation of ecclesiastical dues to any particular Church; but every man was at liberty to contribute his tithes to whatever priest or Church he pleased, provided only that he did it to some; or if he made no special appointment or appropriation thereof, they were paid into the hands of the Bishop, whose duty it was to distribute them among the clergy, and for other pious purposes, according to his own discretion. Mr. Camden says, England was divided into parishes by Archbishop Honorius, about the year 630. Sir Henry Hobart lays it down, that parishes were first erected by the Council of Laterari, which was held A.D. 1179. Each widely differing from the other, and both of them perhaps from the truth ; which will probably be found in the medium between the two extremes. For Mr. Selden has clearly shewn, that the clergy lived in common without any division of parishes, long after the time mentioned by Cam-den. And it appears from the Saxon laws, that parishes were in being long before the date of that Council of Lateran, to which they are ascribed by Hobart. The cause of the great difference in the extent of different parishes is this : that Churches were most of them built by lords of the manor for their tenants; and so the parish was the size of the lord's manor.
PARSON. Parson properly signifies the rector of a parish Church ; because during^ the time of his incumbency, he represents the Church, and in the eye of the law sustains the person thereof; as well in suing as in being sued, in any action touching the same. Parson imparsonee (persona impersonata) is he that as lawful incumbent is in actual possession of a parish church, and and with whom the church is full, whether it be presen-tative or impropriate.
PARSONAGE*   The parson's residence.
PASCH.    The Festival of Easter.
PASCHAL. Pertaining to the Passover. The lamb offered in this Jewish Festival being a prominent type of